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A few errors may be noted that unfortunately are almost characteristic of 
the book. On page 141: — "The greater lake vessels, called 'whale-backs,' carry 
cargoes up to 250,000 bushels." Whale-backs are practically a thing of the 
past on the Great Lakes, being now replaced by great steel steamers that 
carry upwards of 400,000 bushels. Again, p. 195: — "Minnesota leading among 
all the states in wheat production." This is no longer true and has not been 
for several years. The introductory chapters would lead one to believe that the 
book is to treat of the dependence of commerce on climate. However, after five 
chapters, the author leaves this phase, returning to it for a while only in the 
14th chapter and again in the 16th to 18th chapters. Eugene Van Cleef. 

Erdkunde fur hohere Schulen. Von Heinrich Fischer, A. Geistbeck und 
M. Geistbeck. AusgabeE. In 6 Teilen. 1. Teil: 90 pp. 70 pfg. 2. Teil: 
97 pp. 75 pfg. 8. Teil: 78 pp. 75 pfg. 4. Teil: 54 pp. 60 pfg. 5. 
Teil: 51 pp. 50 pfg. 6. Teil: 132 pp. 90 pfg. Maps and ills, in each. 
E. Oldenbourg, Berlin & Mfinchen, 1912. 8% x 6. 

The first part of this work gives a glimpse of the world and a fuller view 
of Central Europe, seeking to begin with pictures and descriptions of things 
selected as of geographical importance. The second treats the rest of Europe 
in the same way, but tries to bring out relations — how geography affects men 
in some important cases rather than to tell a mass of details. Then follow four 
parts "for schools that give geography an hour a week," (3) other continents 
and the German colonies, (4) the German Empire, (5) recent economic de- 
velopment of Europe, with mathematical geography, and (6) review and 
anthropological matter. All through a few things are sought out and found, 
the things that seem to matter. The pictures illustrate this, for their selection 
is excellent. They are not especially abundant, from our American point of 
view, and not all of them are well made, but they show great progress toward 
that little group of typical pictures that all geography teachers ought to have 
at hand. The choice of these pictures would justify purchasing the series for 
them alone. Especial interest in the text attaches to it as a very intelligent 
effort to escape from smothering detail. Mark Jefferson. 

Blackie's Elementary, Regional and Practical Geographies. By 

David Frew. Africa and Australasia; Asia; General Survey of the World; 

North, Central, and South America, iv and 80 pp. and maps in each. 

Blackie & Son, Ltd., London, 1913. 6d. each. 7x5 each. 
These four volumes together form, with the exception of the treatment of 
Europe, a fairly complete comprehensive outline of the physical geography of 
the world for elementary students. Volume one is a brief outline or summary 
of physical geography, including the usual contents. In the other volumes the 
continents are discussed in. extenso from the standpoint of physiography and 
then some details of political and economic conditions are given. The matter 
presented, however, though well systematized and ordered, is in many cases ex- 
pressed in so precise and formal a manner as to be of little service to the 
pupils. As a reference volume for a hurried teacher the volumes would be of 
use. Bichard Elwood Dodge. 

The Junior Scientific Geography. Book 1 : Physical Geography. By 
Ellis W. Heaton. viii and 152 pp. Kalph, Holland & Co., London, 
1911 (?). Is. 3d. 7%x5. 
Teachers of physical and mathematical geography should find this- book 
helpful. It is suggestive and original in its treatment of the subject matter 
and its value is increased by a large number of interesting and instructive 
diagrams. The book has only five chapters, but the text is written in concise 
style and contains more than the chapter headings suggest. The chapter on 
map work covers the subjects of projections, contour maps, sections and map- 
making. The presentation of this material is new and can easily be put into 
practice. Other chapters take up the earth as a whole, division of land and 
water, the atmosphere and water on the earth. In the 152 pages there are 
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over 160 illustrations. The illustrations are all simple, sometimes crude, but 
they have good explanatory value and can be easily transferred to the black- 
board during the progress of the lesson. 

The value of the book lies in the new and vigorous handling of topics 
which have been made uninteresting to pupils through the lack of proper 
methods of presentation and in the vivifying of lessons ordinarily considered 
too difficut for the pupils of the grades. Robert M. Brown. 

The Teaching of Geography in Elementary Schools. By K. L. 

Archer, W. I/. Lewis and A. E. Chapman. 255 pp. Index. Macmillan 

Co., New York, 1910. $1.10. 8x5. 
Here is a volume filled with sound, stimulating advice for the geography 
teacher in elementary schools of Great Britain. The authors show they are 
intimately acquainted with the limitations and possibilities of grade pupils, 
the extraordinary deficiency in geographical equipment of the average elemen- 
tary teacher, and with the modern concept of the subject. They indicate the 
first by suggesting a carefully worked-out course of study that is progressive 
and nicely adapted to the abilities of the children; the second, by giving very 
minute direction as to method and material, and a vast amount of subject 
matter that occupies more than half of the book; the last, in emphasizing the 
causal element in geography, by giving elimate the largest place among the 
factors, and always keeping the life responses to the front. A permanent inter- 
est in geography is declared to be one of the main aims in teaching the subject. 
If even less-than-the-average teacher follow this book carefully such an end 
would seem difficult to miss. Sumner W. Cushing. 

The Teaching of Modern Subjects : Geography. By James Welton 
and W. P. Welpton. University Tutorial Series, pp. 278-358. Index. Uni- 
versity Tutorial Press, Ltd., London, 1912. Is. 7x5. 

An admirable little book of suggestions, especially for Yorkshire, where the 
author lives (Leeds). Out-of-door work is urged as essential from the start 
and very practical suggestions are given what to do by hill and stream. Mr. 
Welpton has a high ideal of the utility of geography for man's culture and 
thinks of it as the study of man in relation to the earth rather than of the 
earth in relation to man. 

He shows how the study of a locality may lead to a notion of the whole 
country and the world beyond. London as a center is considered : "No abstract 
treatment of this conception should be attempted. Only broad, plain facts that 
can be exemplified by people, events, and buildings should be noticed.'' He 
believes in the concrete and realizes the advantages of illustration for beginners. 
He would ' ' illustrate ' ' the roundness of the earth, not ' ' demonstrate ' ' it. 

The two elimatic bugbears, "Hot air rises" and "Moist winds against cold 
mountains give rain," come in for merited condemnation. A good book. 

Mark Jefferson. 

A Laboratory Manual of College Geography By Lawrence Martin, 
B. F. Bean and F. E. Williams, xiv and 238 pp. Maps, index. University 
of Wisconsin, Madison, 1913. 70 cents. 10 x 7%. 
Professor Martin and his colleagues have prepared and printed the first 
American manual for college geography teaching, and have thereby testified 
to the advance and lack of progress in geography teaching in American col- 
leges and universities. The book is planned for a half-year of laboratory work 
and includes fifty-one exercises, of which thirty-one are devoted to Europe, 
seven to Asia, six to North America and the remainder to Antarctica, Australia, 
Africa and South America. 

Each exercise includes questions with spaces for replies, and many of the 
exercises are based on outline maps, with which the text is well supplied. 

The exercises are well planned and present in clear and usable form many 
of the facts of geography which should be a necessary part of the equipment 
of every college student. Many of them present large problems that require 



